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WASHINGTON, DC – U.S.
Senators Gary Peters’ (MI) and
Marsha Blackburn’s (R-TN) bi-
partisan legislation to improve
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs’ (VA) caregiver program
advanced in the Senate on Au-
gust 5, passing in the Senate Vet-
erans Affairs Committee.
According to reports, caregivers
and veterans were arbitrarily dis-
charged or downgraded from the
program, with benefits subse-
quently revoked or reduced. The
VA Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral reported in 2018 that VA
failed to adequately manage the
caregiver program and recom-
mended improvements and re-
forms. The bipartisan
Transparency and Effective Ac-
countability Measures for
(TEAM) Veteran Caregivers Act
would take a number of steps to
strengthen transparency and
communication for veterans and
caregivers participating in the
program.  
“Veterans and their families
have sacrificed so much for our
country, and we must ensure they
have the support and quality care
they deserve,” said Senator Pe-

Letter to the Editor: Dissecting animals must stop
Dear Editor:

Schools may or may not return to
normal this fall, but there's one
thing that shouldn't: animal dis-
section.
The thought of animal dissection
conjures images of Galen barbar-
ically slicing apart monkeys and,
later, pigs to explore anatomy.
Who would have guessed that al-
most 2,000 years later, humans
would continue this cruel and ar-

(Family Features) As states ease
COVID-19 restrictions and peo-
ple get out of the house to return
to work, pets around the country
may see their daily routines of
hanging out with everyone come
to an end.

chaic practice?

Educators who use animals for
dissection are teaching a danger-
ous lesson: Slicing open an ani-
mal who was once alive and
didn't want to be killed is a
macabre show of force over
those who look different from us.
Because of young people's natu-
ral affinity for animals, a growing
number of students refuse to dis-
sect animals, but not all students

are given a humane option, and
some are forced to choose be-
tween participating and failing.
Dissecting animals isn't relevant
or necessary. Today's modern sci-
ence teaching tools include inter-
active digital dissection software
for almost every species in the
animal kingdom, virtual and aug-
mented reality lessons, and even
hands-on dissectible models.
These tools are humane and effi-
cacious, according to more than

ters, a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and
former Lt. Commander in the
U.S. Navy Reserve. “Caregivers
often provide home health care
for severely injured veterans
every day, and issues with the
VA’s program must be addressed
so that caregivers can be in-
volved in important decisions
impacting the well-being and
health of these veterans. I’m

proud my bipartisan legislation
advanced in the Senate and
would ensure caregivers are
treated fairly.”
“Strong communication be-

tween our veterans’ caregivers
and their providers should be
complemented by thorough in-
formation in their electronic
health records to reflect caregiver
participation,” said Senator
Blackburn. “The Department of
Veterans Affairs exists to serve
those who served our country. It
is vitally important we provide
VA with clear guidance to ensure
these veteran programs are no
longer mismanaged. I am pleased
that my colleagues on the Veter-
ans’ Affairs Committee recognize
the importance of addressing this
issue, and it is my hope that this
bill will receive bipartisan sup-
port on the Senate floor.”
The VA provides stipends and
support to caregivers for
wounded veterans. To be eligible
for the program, veterans must
have sustained or aggravated a
serious injury in the line of duty
on or after September 11, 2001
and need personal care services
for supervision and protection to

help them with daily living activ-
ities. Caregivers can include
family members or other mem-
bers of the veteran’s support
group that regularly help veter-
ans recovering from injuries. Un-
fortunately, caregivers and

veterans have reported being
dropped from the program –
often with little explanation or
time to appeal the decision.
The Transparency and Effective
Accountability Measures for
(TEAM) Veteran Caregivers Act
takes a number of steps to im-
prove the program, including:
Ensuring all caregivers are in-

Four Ways to help transition pets to post-quarantine routines

Make sure Fluffy is safe during COVID-19 pandemic.
(Photo courtesy of Getty Images)

Some dogs and cats handle rou-
tine changes easily. For others, a
routine change at home can
cause behavior issues, nervous-
ness or separation anxiety.
A Suzy survey of 5,000 U.S. pet
owners found nearly 70% of re-
spondents are concerned their
pets will have new or additional
anxiety when they return to
work. It’s important to prepare
pets for changes in routine, es-
pecially those that are new to a
home, for their well-being and

harmony of the whole family.

Consider these post-quaran-
tine transition tips.

Make a Plan
The key to any plan is making
sure everyone knows what to do.
This goes for veteran pet owners
and the owners of more than
221,000 new pets adopted or fos-
tered since March, according to
the 24Pet ShelterWatch Report.
Pet owners should agree on the
plan for their pets and details
should be shared with children
who help with care.

“Pet owners should make a plan
with minimal and realistic
changes to help their dogs or cats
adapt to new routines,” said vet-
erinarian Elizabeth DeLomba,
MBA, senior veterinary services
consultant at VetriScience Labo-
ratories. “Start by offering your
pets belongings that make them
feel safe and comfortable and add
small things that promote mental
and physical stimulation.”

Practice the New Routine
Ease your pet into being alone
by spending short periods of time
away from him or her both in and

outside the home and work your
way up to hours of separation.
Use practice time to get your
dog or cat used to what happens
before you leave for work, com-
fortable with a crate or other safe
space and acquainted with a new
toy, treat or someone who will
check on him or her during the
day.
Before you leave, take your pet
for a walk or play at home to get
energy out prior to your depar-
ture. When it is time to leave,
don’t make a big deal out of
leaving. Say goodbye long be-
fore you leave then leave calmly.

Try a Calming Supplement

The survey revealed that 65% of
respondents plan to use a nutri-
tional supplement to help their
dog or cat cope with any anxiety
a new routine brings. Over the
counter calming supplements
like VetriScience Composure
chews can help pets relax during
stressful times without changing
their personality or energy level.
Calming supplements come in
bite-size chews or a liquid
dosage and can help relieve
stress for dogs and cats of all
breeds and sizes.

“Veterans and their families
have sacrificed so much for
our country, and we must en-
sure they have the support
and quality care they de-
serve,” said Senator Peters, a
member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee and for-
mer Lt. Commander in the
U.S. Navy Reserve. “Care-
givers often provide home
health care for severely in-
jured veterans every day, and
issues with the VA’s program
must be addressed so that
caregivers can be involved in
important decisions impact-
ing the well-being and health
of these veterans...”

“Strong communication be-
tween our veterans’ care-
givers and their providers
should be complemented by
thorough information in their
electronic health records to
reflect caregiver participa-
tion,” said Senator Black-
burn.  “The Department of
Veterans Affairs exists to
serve those who served our
country. It is vitally important
we provide VA with clear
guidance to ensure these vet-
eran programs are no longer
mismanaged..”

cluded in the veterans’ medical
records. Currently, only certain
caregivers participating in the
Caregiver Support Program are
included in veterans’ medical
records. Including all caregivers
in medical records strengthens
communication between VA and
caregivers and recognizes them
as part of the clinical team.
Establishing a minimum stan-
dard of information in down-
grade notification letters. This
bill would require VA to provide
an explanation leading to down-
grade or termination decisions.
Caregivers have reported that
their decision letters are some-
times missing important informa-
tion that would be necessary to
file an appeal.
Extending benefits after a termi-
nation letter is sent for cases
where a veteran is deemed “no
longer clinically eligible” for the
program. Caregivers have re-
ported being dropped within a
couple weeks of receiving a ter-
mination letter and have no time
to appeal or make new accommo-
dations. This codifies the VA’s
goals of maintaining care for an
extended period of time.

50 peer-reviewed papers.
Dissecting animals has no place
in a modern classroom. Let's
usher in a new era in science ed-
ucation and commit to ending an-
imal dissection.

Sincerely,
Samantha Suiter, M.A.
Science Education Manager
People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals (PETA)
501 Front St.
Norfolk, VA 23510
757-622-7382

Dissecting animals isn't rele-
vant or necessary. Today's
modern science teaching
tools include interactive dig-
ital dissection software for
almost every species in the
animal kingdom, virtual and
augmented reality lessons,
and even hands-on dis-
sectible models. These tools
are humane and efficacious,
according to more than 50
peer-reviewed papers.
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A Suzy survey of 5,000 U.S.
pet owners found nearly 70%
of respondents are concerned
their pets will have new or
additional anxiety when they
return to work. It’s important
to prepare pets for changes in
routine, especially those that
are new to a home, for their
well-being and harmony of
the whole family.

“Fear and anxiety disorders af-
fect 23 million dogs in the U.S.
alone,” DeLomba said. “Supple-
ments may offer a convenient ap-
proach for managing separation
anxiety and other behavioral is-
sues. The ingredients in supple-
ments work together to make a
positive impact on behavior and
anxiousness, which results in a
calmer, more focused pet.”

Keep Them Stimulated
Don’t let your dog or cat feel
bored when home alone. Play
music, keep a television on or use
a white noise machine to create
some constant sound. If your pet
isn’t into watching television,
keep him or her busy with a treat-
dispensing toy that requires some
work. Or stuff a toy with peanut
butter, freeze it and give it to your
dog when you leave. These ideas
can help keep your pet’s mind
stimulated and encourage him or
her to focus on something other
than being alone.
Start thinking about a plan for
your pet and ask your veterinar-
ian if you have concerns about
behavioral changes. Learn more
and find the full survey results at
vetriscience.com.


